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The Nav, Com, and Transponder for MS FS9/FSX and
XPlane

Manolo Centeno (pictured at the right) of
CockpitsonicUSA (Centair) says: “These
units represent the philosophy behind
our products; they are truly plug and
play.” Right he is, and they look like they
are made to last.

| evaluated CockpitsonicUSA (Centair) warranty and return
policy, CockpitsonicUSA (Centair) is a distributor of
Cockptisonic  Gmbh. CockpitsonicUSA honors the
warranties of Cockptisonic Gmbh. The warranty includes
a 14 day of receipt of goods return policy, and warranties
their products for 24 months (unless other wise noted). |
think they are trying to tell you, they believe in their
product. That’s an excellent indication.

CockpitsonicUSA Nav and Com technical product description is similar, so I'll combine
them into one.

The Nav or Com radio are plugged to your computer via USB. Background lighting is
integrated.

Dual concentric encoders allow you to tune the digits separately
Even the test button is functional.
An additional 5 and 12 V power supply is required for operation and backlighting.

width 146 mm

Original color scheme
Integrated backlight

Simple USB connection
Amber/white colored displays

The B737 transponder comes with WHITE LED displays. As usual you connect it via USB
to your computer. The device is squawkbox compatible - this means no less then that you
are able to use it for online flights. Adjustable backlighting is integrated for flights at night.
Additional 5V are required.

uUSB

Squawkbox compatible

Integrated backlighting

White or Amber Displays

Dual Concentric Encoders

MS FS-9 & X, Project Magenta compatible
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Matt’s interest in aviation and
flight simulation began when he
was a child. In 1956 Matt
experienced his first trans-
Atlantic flight in a KLM Lockheed
Constellation  (Connie). He
dreamed of flying the big
airplanes he saw in the sky. The
dream became a reality in 1972,
when Matt achieved his private
pilot certificate. =~ He pursued
broadening his knowledge and
skills by earning his commercial
IFR, multi-engine, and flight
instructor certifications within a
few years.

Matt's first exposure to flight
simulaton was a C-172
simulator at an FAA office in
central Pennsylvania when he
was a new pilot. This
introduction to flight simulation
became Matt’s passion.
Personal computers, such as the
C-64, brought flight simulation
into the home. Matt realized the
endless possibilities for the flight
simulation hobby enthusiast.
Starting in the mid-1980s Matt
experienced the thrill of full
motion flight simulation in a
variety of aircrafts. By 1990 Matt
was on a quest to build his own
flight simulator.

Matt began construction on his
A-340 sim in 2002. The
resources, developers, and
products were limited. Matt
became a builder pioneer in
developing the flight simulator
for the hobbyist.

He envisioned an information
gathering place for others to
share in this new and exciting
field. In 2005 he introduced the
world to mycockpit.org (formerly
IFSBI) as a meeting place for
flight sim builders.

Today Matt is known world-
wide and held in high esteem by
fellow flight sim builders and
developers.
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The Nav, Com and Transponder require an easy install driver, which is supplied by CockpitsonicUSA.

The shipment arrived on August 20", 2008. The container was a 14X14X7 inch
sturdy corrugated box, sealed with packing tape, and a job well done. The box
showed no signs of damage. | used a scissors to break the seal and open the
box. The contents were well packed using
Styrofoam peanuts and individually items wrapped
in bubble wrap. | thought the contents were well
packaged and protected, excellent job.

Removing the contents was easy. | moved the
peanuts aside and pulled out bubble wrapped components. Each unit was wrapped
in antistatic bags; | removed each panel from the bags, done.

| looked over the units very carefully and could not find any damage or defects,
perfect!

Included in the shipment, were not only the three
panels, but also a D-60A Meanwell Power Supply,
5v, 12v. This was to supply the 5v and 12v need to
operate the panels and the power cables for the
panels to be connected to the power supply.

Overall the panels looked similar to the actual B737

panels, except for the dual concentric knobs, which |
found to be sllghtly large. Otherwise, the unit was quite impressive and well built.
Components looked professionally assembled, quality all the way.

All switches and knobs functioned with a good tight feel that gives you the sense of durability and reliability.

REMINDER: The purpose of the product review is to describe the features, functions, ease of use, and quality of
this hardware component as an independent entity. It is reasonably compared to its aviation counterpart. This
product review does not compare this product to any other similar commercial or private fabrication products.

Now comes the fun part, | get to plug and play.

First thing first; install the driver. | downloaded the latest driver from
CockpitsonicUSA, ran the executable file, and “Bang”, there it was, that
quick, sitting and waiting for something to be plugged in.

The power unit already had the power
plug connector and cord attached, so
all I had to do was plug it in to the Nav
radio. For background lighting the
Nav and Com radios require a second
set of wires for the 12 v from the
power supply.

| connected the USB to the computer and Nav unit; it was immediately
detected by the driver program. The driver program allows you to test
the lighting of the unit. So, a testing we will go.

To the right is the nav panel without any lights on.
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| first tested the lighting for daytime. | was surprised how much light
came from those tiny led’s attached the CB, then tested the 7 seg
led’s, they are nice and bright. No problem seeing these lit during the
day.

To the right is the Com panel with lights on for daytime.

Now for the night time lighting; | darkened the room and dimmed the
lights on the panels, and WOW, that looks good. | would want this in
my cockpit.

To the left is the
Transponder panel with night time lighting.

So what’s next..... Start up MS FS9 of course. Well at this point
I've got to tell you, it doesn’'t get any easier. No matter what
aircraft | used, from a C172 to B747, oh, and even an Airbus, the
panels worked flawlessly. | had the same experience using MS
FSX.

Now that is truly what | call Plug & Play.

What do | LIKE about this product: First and foremost is the simplicity of getting it up and running. I've spent
thousands of hours of building my own sim and wiring panels. $300 USD for CockpitsonicUSA Nav or Com
panel, I'd buy it in a heart beat. | love the warranty, it tells me a lot about how CockpitsonicUSA stands behind
their product, and the 24-month warranty is excellent. The lighting is fantastic, easy to see panels in a dark
cockpit.

Dislikes: | mentioned the knobs before, may be it's just me, getting particular in my old age. They’re not that
much bigger, | guess. Ok, besides the knobs, | was a bit disappointed in the documentation. It could be more
specific and easier to read.

Conclusion

I looked these units over very carefully, and am so impressed how well they are put together. The encoders have
a nice rugged feel to them, like the real thing. |
took a lot of pictures, because | want you to see
for your self the quality that has been put into
these panels.
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If I was building a Boeing, | would definitely buy these
panels.

The warranty is fantastic; it assures me of reliability and
quality workmanship.

| want to thank Manolo Centeno of CockpitsonicUSA, to offer
a quality product to our flight-sim builders. | also want to
thank him for giving me the opportunity to review this product
and share this information with my fellow flight-sim builders.

CockpitsonicUSA and it's many other products can be found at www.CockpitsonicUSA.com
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